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leges will be continued, in the sanie degree, if the 
provisions of t,he National Insurance, Bill”$re ap- 

‘ plicd to them. we trust, tIierefoi‘g, >&ifat Ilbtmith- 
6tanding your numerous and important engage- 
ments you will be good. enough t o  receive a,Depub:L. 
tion of trained nurses. In the event of yoirr cc’n- 
sont tlie following ladies were nomintate& t o  mait 
upon you a t  your convenience:- 

MISS MOLLETT, Boa. Secretary, 31atrons’ Coun- 
cik of  Great Britain ancl Irelanti. 

MISS COS-DAVIES, niIatron, Royal Free Hos- 
pitnl : Presidwb, Leagiie of St. Bartholomew’s 
ICosp ita1 Nurses. 

3frss CUrLIm, hsis tant  &htron, St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Rospital. 

MISS BARTON, Matron, Chelsea Infirmary (Poor 
Lam Nurses). 

AIISS -4.x~ HUQHPS, General Superintendent, 
Qnren Victoria’s Jubilee Institute for Nurses (Dis- 
t r ic t  Nurses). 

NIss 171. BREAY, Hon. Secretary, Society for the 
StatQ Llegistratioii of Trained Nurses (3,000 
members). 

1\IIss S. CARTWRIGET, Secretary, Registered 
Nurses’ Society (Private Nurses). 

BSISS E. FOWLER (Home Hospitals). 
THE LADY H h X I O N I 3  BLACKWOOD, Queen’s Nurse, 

l’resiclcnt., Ulster Branch, Irish Nurses’ Associa- 
tion. 

RIRs. BEDFORD FENWICK, President, wational 
Council of Traincd Nurses of  Crent Britain and 
Irolanil. 

I ani, Sir, 
Pour obedient sorvant, 

ETHBL G. F m w I c I c ,  
Chnirninn of t h e  Siirses’ C o n i m i f t e c .  

SUB-SECTION (E) OMITTED. 
Thc. Chaiimau of the Nimes’ Committee 

spent Tuesday ttftenioon in the House of Com- 
mons interviewing niembei3 ancl urging them to 
vote for the umencliiient 011 Clause 8, omitting 
hlie objectionable sub-section (e).  On t.he 
House going into Committee this amendment 
was movecl by Mr. Bridgenian, who said that 
the sub-sectiun had been condemned as a 
swindle upon those who had to contribute 
(wliich inclnded nurses). The Chancellor of 
the Eschcquer accepted the1 nmendment, a de- 
cision which has been received with the greatest 
relief by iiursels who realised the1 disastrous 
restilt of retaining it. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE POOR LAW 
INFIRMARY MATRONS’ ASSOCIATION. 

-4 special meeting of the Poor Law InfirmarS 
’ Rtatrons’ Association was held at the Chelsea In- 

firmary, on July 14th, to consider the National 
Insurance Bill in connection with nurses. Miss 
Hughes, General Superintendent of the Q.V. J.I., 
kindly attended, and explained its objects. After 
outlining the purpart of the Bill, Miss, Hughes 
pointed oufj that  nurses were in a peculiar position 
in regard t o  it. They would have to contribute 3d. 
r? woelc like other women workers to receive medical 

benefits (free medical attendance and fnee me& 
tines), which had hitherto always been given them. 
Some of the members present pointed out that  
under the altered conditions tlliat might arise 
under the Bill, this courtesy migh6 not be extended 
to them in the future. 

Many questions were asked as to the position .of 
Poor Law Nurses, whether they were exempted 
either as “ Civil Servants” or as contributipg to 
th Superannuation Fund, but it is  a t  present 
very difficult to get any definite or reliable opinion 
on this point. It was .agreed that  the interests,of 
nurses should be carefully watched. It wa5 pointed 
out  that  being themselves engaged in the work of 
lessening the illnws of the community, nurses 
shoiild receive preferential treatment under the 
Bill, while as it now stood they were a t  a d i e  
a dvantage compared t o  other w,omen workers. 

It was also explained that the Bill. was based 
on the idea that the workers were members of ap- 
~.i*ov&l Friendly Societies, and that these societies 
wou!d gather in th0 contributions and distribute 
the benefits. To add t o  the dificulties of nurses 
in the matter, very few, if any, of +he. existing 
Friendly Societies would take them. The pro- 
moters of the National Pension Fund for nurses 
mere willing to  start  a Friendly Society. Some 
of the members present approved of such an idea, 
while others were ansious that nurses should form 
R Friendly Society for themsekes. A11 wene agreed 
that HS much information should be gathered as 
possible as to esisting societies. 

WOMEN’S PROTEST MEETING A T  CAXTON HALL 
:it a meeting to protest.ag$inst the unfair treat+ 

men* of women in the Insurance Bill: herd a t  Cax-* 
ton Ha111 on the 13th inst., a t  which Miss 
Gore Booth presided, the following Resolu- 
tion was proposed by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick,’ 
seconded by Rfrs. How Martyn, B.Sc.., and sup- 
ported by Lord Lytton, Miq Roper, and others, 
and passed unlanimously : - 

BESOLUTION. 
‘ L  This Neeting protests against the different 

standards of benefits f o r  men and women under 
tlie National’ Insurance Bill, and against the 
esclusion of about half the female contributors 
from any money health benefit wli R G-. boever. 

‘ I  Against their exclusion from out of work 
tienefit whilst thoy are a t  the same time obliged 
to pay their eniployer’s contribution and their 

(‘ They regard maternity bencfit as no adequate 
substitute for ordinary sick pay, and they ‘protest 
against the &iisqua.lification of married women 
as voluntary contributors. 
“ They consider the bad ternis given t o  Post 

Office contributors as specially injurious to women. 
I ‘  They regard the blindness of the Insurance 

Bill to  the interests of women :is an instance of 
that politicaI negligence which is always the lot 
of the unenfranchised, and they urge upon the 
Government to  give the earliest possible hoilities 
iiext year fo r  the passing into law of the Vomen’s 
Suffrage Conciliation Bill.” 

Mrs. Fenwick laid stress on the unjust treat- 
ment of nurses iii the Bill. 

o\vn. 
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